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change must come from the quickening, not from
the deadening, of the creative faculties ; from the
stimulating of thought and the strenuous up-
holding of higher ideals, not from the substitution
of one academic formula for another.
The rank materialism which is the basis of the
modern Indian university system tends to produce
In the Indian mind the same attitude towards
art that is characteristic of the average European
university man. In this view, so contrary to all
the laws of nature and all the experience of
the human race, art is one of those luxuries which
may be enjoyed when other intellectual and all
bodily wants are satisfied ; but at the same time
it is to be considered as the most easily dispensed
with of all intellectual stimulants, and as having
no practical bearing on the intellectual growth or
spiritual life of the average human being. It is
enough for the Indian undergraduate that it
counts for nothing in the university examinations,
and in after-life he is quite content to accept the
common formularies which regulate the prevailing
fashions as representing his correct attitude
towards art.
In 1905, when the reform of the Calcutta
bniveisity was under discussion, a scheme for
giving art design a definite place in the curriculum
by the side of science, drawn up by myself and
accepted by the Faculty of Arts after full discus-
skm, was suppressed without comment by Lord